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S O O N after the end of the Second
Wo rld War the Society embarke d
upon the now widespread love affa i r

with the logo , an abb rev i ation of l ogo t y p e,
f rom the Greek l ogo s ( ‘ wo rd’) and t u p o s
( ‘ i m age ’). Since the wo rd p s y ch o l ogy
d e rives from a combination of p s y ch e
( f rom the Greek for ‘soul’) and l ogo s,
P s y ch e, the ch a racter from Gre e k
my t h o l ogy, n at u ra l ly came to be 
combined with the Society’s name to 
m a ke a pleasingly simple composition. 

I wa s , at that time, the sole editor of the
gre e n - c ove red B u l l e t i n (the fo re runner of

The Psych o l ogi s t) , so it fell to me to
p roduce a jubilee issue to commemorat e
the 50 ye a rs since the fo u n d ation of the
S o c i e t y. It was to have white cove rs with
green pri n t i n g, and would display the new
l ogo for the fi rst time. 

To ensure the authenticity of the lege n d
of Psych e, I boldly consulted the most
eminent and wo rl d - re n owned art histori a n
of the age. Sir Ernst Gombri ch , whom 

I knew to be both kind and to have
u n rivalled know l e d ge, was at that time
D i rector of the Wa r bu rg Institute in
London. He re fe rred me to the Institute’s
l i b ra ri a n , G e o rge Trap p , who eve n t u a l ly
succeeded him as Dire c t o r. 

Mr Trapp took me into the specialist
Wa r bu rg Libra ry, and to a folder marke d
‘ P s y ch e ’ , in wh i ch we re va rious prints and
d rawings. He explained that although there
we re seve ral ve rsions of the story, t h e
p i c t u res could be ro u g h ly dat e d : the lamp
wh i ch Psyche held in some of them
i n d i c ated that they we re pro b ably
Vi c t o rian; earlier pictures usually had no
lamp. Images of Psyche showing her with
wings we re supposed to rep resent the
belief that the wo rd p s y ch e had been
t ra n s l ated earlier as the soul, or perhaps 
as a bu t t e r fly. 

A brief history of
the Society logo

See p.229 and pp.232–3 for news of BPS
c e n t e n a ry eve n t s , and p.260 for Charles
A b r a h a m ’s rev i ew of his choice for the most
influential book of the last century.
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G L A S G OW, host city to 
the Society’s Centenary

C o n fe re n c e, can boast of being the
home of the first child guidance clinic in
the UK to be directed by a psychologist.

East London Child Guidance Clinic,
which opened for evening consultations
in Spitalfields in 1927, is usually give n
c redit for being the first in its field. C y r i l
B u rt had been asked to be the first
d i re c t o r, but he declined and Emmanu e l
M i l l e r, a prominent psychoanaly s t ,w a s
ap p o i n t e d .H oweve r, in 1931, w h e n
S c o t l a n d ’s first child guidance clinic was
opened it was under the direction of Sr
Marie Hilda, l e c t u rer in psychology at
the Notre Dame Teacher Tr a i n i n g
College in Glasgow.

Marie Hilda Marley was born in
Bishop Auckland in 1876. She joined the
Sisters of Notre Dame in Liverpool in
1 8 9 8 . After gaining a first in history in
London she studied psychology at the
U n i versity of Louvain. She opened the
N o t re Dame Child Guidance Clinic in
G l a s gow as an extension of her wo r k
t h e re in teacher training.The college
was already experimenting in various
fields and had a primary school simply
k n own as ‘the Montessori’.

In her clinic she directed a team
whose ‘full service’ offe red input fro m
p s y c h i a t ry, p s y c h o l o gy and psychiatric
social wo r k . Later she included a
n e u ro p a t h o l o g i s t , a speech therapist and

a play therap i s t . In those days of empire
p a rents brought children from all ove r
the world to the clinic. Her main
influence was in creating an education-
c e n t red model of child guidance that
has remained the norm in Scotland.

She was diminu t i ve, described as 
a ‘ b u s t l i n g ,c h e e r f u l ,k i n d ly, m i n i a t u re
d y n a m o ’ . She held the fo rthright view
that ‘ we are all abnormal’ and had an
ap p roach to families in difficulties that
e n d e a red her to her adopted fe l l ow
citizens until her death, in post, in 1951.
Despite support from her superiors she
e n c o u n t e red suspicion of psychology
f rom members of the Churc h .S h e
d e c l a red that in certain situations praye r
was ‘no good’ and once advised a
p rominent Jesuit to become an atheist
for a couple of weeks! She was a fe l l ow
of the Society and hosted several of its
m e e t i n g s , in her clinic, in the 1930s.

She made no secret of her
considerable deafness and had the habit
of holding on to the sleeve of
interlocutors to facilitate her ability 
to lipre a d . Her legacy, the Notre Dame
F a m i ly Centre, is curre n t ly preparing to
celebrate its 70th birt h d ay in excellent
h e a l t h ,h aving continued her pioneering
spirit by adding Scotland’s first
adolescent unit in 1967.

■ Willy Slavin is at the Notre Dame
Family Centre, G l a s gow.■ Willy Slavin is

The n u n ’ s tale
WI L L Y S L AV I N on his ‘most influential pers o n ’ – Sister Marie Hilda,

founder of the Notre Dame Child Guidance Clinic.

P s y che was beloved by Cupid (Ero s , t h e
god of love ) , who would visit her secre t ly
at night but always vanished befo re daw n .
In an effo rt to find out who he was she held
a lamp over him, but some of the hot oil
d ripped and wo ke him, wh e reupon he fl e d.
P s y che went in search of Cupid, but wa s
c ap t u red and enslaved by Ve nus wh o
t re ated her most cru e l ly. Ultimat e ly she
wa s , h oweve r, reunited with Cupid and 
was made immortal. 

The design in the Society’s logo show s
a winged Psyche holding up a lamp in her
left hand. She is encircled by a banner of
the Society’s name. We deliberat e ly chose a
Vi c t o rian drawing with the lamp, wh i ch , i n

a ddition to its lege n d a ry signifi c a n c e, a l s o
symbolised learn i n g. This seemed
p a rt i c u l a rly ap p ro p ri ate for the Society. 

The composition and drawing of the
medallion wa s , I think, done in-house, a n d
the whole project was mu ch enjoyed by the
p a rticipants. It is good that we still re t a i n
the classical image today. 

The generous help of Sir Ernst Gombrich OM is gratefully
a c k n ow l e d g e d .

■ Hannah Steinberg is Pro fe s s o r
E m e ritus of Psych o p h a rm a c o l ogy,
U n ive rsity College London, and Vi s i t i n g
P ro fe s s o r, M i dd l e s ex Unive rs i t y.


